An update on primary sclerosing cholangitis:from pathogenesis to treatment.
Primary sclerosing cholangitis (PSC) is a chronic cholestatic liver disease of unknown etiology despite advances in medical research that have focused on uncovering its pathogenesis. Recent developments in the diagnosis of PSC including technological advances in magnetic resonanace cholangiography and the recognition of distinct clinical subtypes have led to more frequent early detection and appropriate therapy when indicated. Continued work in the areas of identifying genetic predisposing factors and novel molecular therapeutic targets are expected to create new opportunities for treating patients suffering from this chronic illness. In this review we highlight recent advances in PSC pathogenesis, diagnosis and management.